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Objectives and Key Concepts ï
Governance and Guidelines

Objectives

ÅProvide historic context for 
tolerability of risk concepts

ÅDefine tolerable risk 
guidelines for dam and levee 
safety

Key Concepts

ÅDam and levee risk vs. flood 
risk

ÅTolerable risk

ÅIndividual risk

ÅSocietal risk
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Background

ÅLineage
o UK Atomic Energy

o UK HSE

o Australian

o Dutch

o US Data

o Reclamation

ÅFederal Guidelines
o USBR PPG

o USACE Dam and 
Levee Safety

o FERC Draft

o TVA Draft

o FEMA Federal Risk 
Management 
Guidelines
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Federal Guidelines 
ïObjectives and 
Guiding Principles
Å Life Safety is Paramount

Å Risk should inform the decision 
process and improve the status of 
safety related to dams

Å Identify and reduce the risk to life and 
property posed by dams and reduce 
those risk to as low as reasonably 
practicable

Å Each agency has a unique authority, 
mission, and management practice ï
their use of risk to inform decisions 
may vary

Å The urgency of completing dam safety 
actions should be commensurate with 
the level of risk


